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English Language Section

With June comes the opportunity to turn ©O Those nrelects
whici have been waiting patiently through the acalemic y:zax.
Tnis Newsletter, which I had hoped to send ouf -y 1o thae LOTIT:,
oW makes 1ts rirst appearance. Lt is belug sent Lo £1: those
who wrote me in response to the announcCemdnis in several Amzricen
zrd British journals, and to many others whose writings suggesc
that they may be interested in the work of the International
Bonhoeffer Committee. Here I would like to outline the backgrouvid

'—J

and Ffunctions of the Committee and its regional sections.

1. International Bonhoeffer Xongress

The Bonhoeffer Committee was formed at the Internations:

Yoncress which met at Diisseldorf-Keisegswerth ¢a UCtooex 0-13,
1o Meeting Under the theme "Praxis und Theoxie Geg wolifisccgern

1.
Engagements der Kirche,! the congrass was orzanized Dy .20 icfe—

Bethge and Fordinenc Schlingensieven wit Tr.a mErD GL & oYrepds

5Ty comamittee. Some seventy participante Zwom most Europesn
covr TiosEnd Fhe United States attended. Severdi papers LI0L - o
ho ) : X . y A ——— b -
“he congress were published in the November-December, 1972 issus -
of fZvangeliscliE IEUIvELE:
't The ‘English-speaking world was represented by a contingzent

'::Qm‘therﬁited States: Paul Lehmann (Union Seminary, New York);
Frederick Herzog (Duke University, Durham, N.C.); Edwarc Hueremant

{United.Presbyterian Church, New York); Wallace Alston (Durhan,
X.C.): Virgil Moorefield (Baptist Seminar Riischlikon, Switzex-
. > . " fy > ]

' Lend); William Peck (University of North Carolina, Chepel Eill};
Larry Rasmussen (now Wesley Seminery, Washington); and mysel=.-

Tn addition to plenmary lectures and ¢
T

iscu
cussion groups on papers, several working groups coOm
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“group which proposed the Committee, concerned organizing ar
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RBonhoeffer's theological legacy in relation to co:

© ontensorLry
‘gsues. One of these working groups considered the presant
si*uation of the Bonhoeffer Nachlass, the establishment of
archive, and ways of meaking material availabie fo OGS -
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research., From this group came the proposal
tional Bonhoeffer Committee. The proposal, and t
the preparatory group which would officially oxgen
mittee and its work, were voted by the members of
The purpose of the Committee is concisely expressed
original German title: I,B.K "zur Sicherung des Nachl
F&rderung der Forschung."
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The members of the preparatory group for the Committze
were chosen to represent regional sections, a&s follows:
Eberhard Bethge (International Chairman); Ferdinand Schillngzen-
siepen and Ernst Feil (Federal Republic of Germany); Cari-Jlrgen
Kzitenborn (DDR); J. S. Weiland (Hollamd); F. Lehel (Z. Europe);
Jdrgen Glenthgj (Scandinavia); and myself; for the Engiish
language section.

2. Aim gg the International Committee

The International Committee has not met since Its f
tion, effort in the meantime going into orginizing the g
sections through which most of the work will be dore. ne
organization of the West German section is virtually complete,
I believe, and this Newsletter will bring the English language
section close to completion.

Most of the discussion at the Ksisexswerth meeting in the

archive and making materials availdble to scholars. At pr
all Bonhoeffer papers are in the keeping of Eberhaxd Bethg
his home in Rengsdorf. Consequently, he is inuncated with re-

quests for assistance by people writing dissertations and pux-

suing research. A good deal of unpublished materisgl is not in

a form which is accessible (e.g., seminar papers in Bonhoeffer's - -
hendwriting!).  The location of a permanent Yhome! for these
materials obviously must be decided; Berlin, Bonmn end Munich
have been discussed as locations for a permanent .archive, anc

the latter two seem the leading contenders at present. However,
the matter of locating and organizing 2 'central archive,' which
will eventually contain the materials now in Bethge's possession,

S ds theftespbﬁSibility”df-thé‘westiGerman'régionallsectioﬁ.

- -In the meantime, I can report two projects in process.
For years iBethge has'been collecting--along With meny others oI

us--biblioSTAPALCAI  CArds,; much-or the fruit of this labor can
: grap s CExl

nov e found in -the -bibliography’of Ernst Feil's book. 1In 1959,
BethZe;~Feti—and I began talking about a complete international
bibliography, and work has proceeded’ to that end. ' Kaiser is
sympathetic to this venture, -and will probably publish it in
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feture. Obviously, if this 1
:onal bibliography, it will take
editor would have to coordinate ti
e editors. 1 have the English i
though obvIously the heip 0L OENELS
complete; that can be taken up in & later Mewsletter. The
wal pianning o the international bibliography, waica I would
ke to see published as soon as possible, is in. the domain of

o Interpational Committee. Once the basic international bib-
ography is published, it could easily be kept up to date witn
supplements at regular intervals,
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Another proiect of special interest to those writing Zis-
sertations and doing researcn involves the scminar Dapers znd
the original manuscript of Sanftorum (ommunio,. rerhizps

people realiz€ TOET Tue poviloied calt.ons or that text, botn
German and English, do mot give all the material in the origina
This should be made Available immediately. So should Bonhoezier
seminar pavers. Some of these have now appeared irn Gesamme.te
Cohrifren V, which was published some montns &go. in COOPCLELi0On
fﬁfﬁﬁ’ﬁ??ﬁg@i 1 have been working on the others. Tnose who &re
familiar with the microfilm made at Harvard when Bethge wag fnere
in the late 50's know that Bonhoeifer's handwriting iz almsst
indecipherable to the uninitiated eye! These papers which have
not been published in GS V will be Sublished, in typescripZ, 2iong
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with the complete original text of Sanctorum fommunio, 1o & xC-O-.

FTTmedition. 1 have been working On tALS On &G UTL Sirice Loy,
4ad The Board of Microtext of the American Theological Library,
Association will produce and distribute the microriilm, the poard
Tas also contributed to the cosSt 0L Ta& project, S Lne exsense
of transcribing the hendwriting is considerable. Fopefully,

the material will be ready for microfilming late this year--that
is a realistic hope, though not a promisel :

The main concern of the International Committee, as 1 see
it, will be to plan the organization of the central archive in
Germany and to help coordinate the work of the regional cormit-
tess, Probably the International Committee will need to meet.in
the next year or so to consider the progress which has been maGe
since Kaiserswerth; but no meeting date has yet been arranged.

3, English Language Section

' Presumably some sort of minimal organization needs to ve
set up quickly, such as & steering committee. And perhans tals
should include a couple of corresponding members ,- especially
from Great Britain, since the Section is not envisaged simoly as
an American operation:. Those who would bé interested in-this
could let me know, Perhaps we could have a gathering of intex-
ested people at the AAR Annual Meeting in Chicago next November.

The work of the International Committee in fuws
recearch will mainly be done through the regional sect
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end, we_plen to set up tiwwree archives, the Yeeniral archive”
armany, and two regionar &rciilVves--One TUT SLSTCEZL L
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5T 1in Cthe United States to serve the wWoodie LhOZILST spéalang
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Preliminary plans call for ihe cenfyal
the compliete Bonhoeiier corpus., This inciudes
mary soucrces, and thac origlnals of all manuscrl
T=TTeTe and So forth. One 0L the major tasks w
FTEnscribed coples of handwritten materials, es
iished papers. Such material could then be avaiiea; i
ars in microfilm or photocopies, through the regionil rch
The central archive in Germany would also contain & coOmPL
collection of secondary litexafure in German, inclug:=m
or Unpubliched cuissercations, and presunably &lsc a ge
selZction OF secondary literature from other language
Obviously a catalogue of archive materials would De R
one way to provide this would be in connection with t
raphy and its supplements.
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The regional archive in the United States is to serve the
whole ENZLiSH laNguage copstituency, NO 10Cacion s yeoTEo—
decided. However, Union Theological Seminary in New York has
strong historical comnections with Bonhoeifer rrom Nis poSe-GOC-
toral studies thefe Th 1930-3L and his visit in the summer o=
1939. I have made a preliminary inquiry to the Union library
aboui their interest in housing and servicing the regional ar-
chive; if the response is encouraging, I assume that the siteer-
ing committee would considex options and then make & formel
request. Any suggestions on_this, particularly from those in
other countries, are most welcome. Also, anyone having accass
to foundation grants, which would help Zinance the setting up
and servicing of the regional archive, is heartily urged to
let me know! - :

As T presently see it, the regional archive would contain:
(1) a complete collection of the published primary.sources; (2)
C.'Dpidb Ufﬂilpublibhc& pLisL:aLV SOUI’CES'DI’&!QGLC& Tt ‘.:.L.apf.u.c.—fl‘
ot<ae Tnternational Committee and distributed througn tne cen-
fTar archnive: (3) & conplete collection of English-languzage
secondary sources (DOOKS and articlesy; (&) as TONPIecE &S pos-

* S¥hTe a collection of unpublished materials In Englisi; ©se-

ETZTTy unpublishea dissertations and tneses; (>) & gemerous
gelection of secondary sbh;ggs'in'other'1angpd§E§j‘both:published
Books &nd articles and unpublished dissertations, and particu-,_
larly items difficult to secure (have you ever tried to gec

¥Icouer's article on the 'mon-religious interpretation'?l).

- A cooperative network of the ceatral and regionzl .archives
would thus provide ready access to all materials necessary Ior
research. : : ' -

_ Both the regional .and the central archives cou’d te used
in several ways. Some scholars and doctoral students migat wWisn
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to work "on location' in summers, v
.sabbhatical leave, etc, Others would w
on interiibrary loans. Some might ¢
copies of articles or unpublisihed mzte
woula have to be a charge to cover costs on this.
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publisined secondary sources) could be acquired for the
and central archives by donations of offprints, ete. b
However, please do not inundate me with materials unti
a home for the regional archive!

L want to stress two points which I trust have been im-
plicit above. The discussions at Kaiserswertn were explicit,
indeed adamant, on the point that organizing the Internciional
Committee and archives was definitely not an effor: to estebiish
a '"Bonhoeffer school,’ and certainly not an attempt in eny way
to control ox influence research. The purpose is simply to or-
ganize material and facilitate scholarly communiecation to aid

rasearch.

Various other possibilities related to the Internzationzl
Committee and the regional section have been mentioned by those
who wrote me in response to jouvrnal announcements. QOccasicnal
conterences, information about seminars being tavght, and trans-
lation projects are among them. The initial grous who orgenized
the Kaiserswerth congress did not meke any plans for a similary
conference in the future. But such events on a regional scale
may be useful. It seems to me that in a year or so, after the
archive program has been set up, we would be in = better position
to consider other meetings or projects. Fowever, please send in
any suggestions you may have for ways ia which the International
Committee, the regional section, and the archives could be help-
ful. :

O

4. Some Work in Progress

Eberhard Bethge has recently published Gesammelte Schriften

e

V, as 1 am sure everybody is aware. The sixth and ri
is now in the works and can probably bBe expected late

1t
nal voilume
¥ thig year,

L have already mentioned the bibliography project, and the
microfilm of Sanctorum Communio and the seminar .papers. Also in

prepes is a translation of Kuske's Das Alte Testament &ls
uch von Christus = rambrough (Burgpean rxpcutriva .,

Secretary, Christian Arts_Inc., Bong) to be published by West-

TiTis T T€Ss; Pr. Kimbrough reports that it will be &f rzast— -
1974 before it appears. Various dissertations and articies are
being written, and perhaps it might be possible to list these
when a more complete knowledge of such work being done is avail-
‘able. .




-3

Ta, "

I would be grateful if you would bring thic

fo tae attention oI anyone you koow who would be sted.
veople wio have written in have indicated their to loin
the regional section of the Iaternsiicnal C ::;t::b. LT wWeuld
help if everybody wanting to be & member would compliele th: oy
below, even if you have aTreadv U:itLLﬂ LLCMLSL;La iy his
Members will have access to all the services of tne Tﬂ*e- etionagl
Co*Tittee and the regional archives, and will receive the Yawz-

etter regularly.

We will need to have an aanuval subscription o
correspondence, the Newsletter and so on. 1 Lh;‘A‘US_
n

be a2 modest and reasonable amount for an znnual subs
Would you please enclose a check or international mon

payable to "Bonhoeffer Committee' with the membership fozn
The response in letters to the announcement of the Inter-
national Committee was enthusiastic. I am sure the archive ard
work of the regional sections will be valuable and creztive, and
I look forward to working wita you on the project. A list of
members will be printed in the next Newsletter. Pleasc co =0t
esitate to write to communicate your interests, and iaformation

about work in progress,

MEMBERSHIP FORM

International Bonhoeffer Committee--English Lenguage Sesction

Please return, with a US$ 10 subscription to

Clifford Green
Bonhoeffer Committee,
Goucner College
Towson, Md., 21204

-NAME

ADDRESS

ACADEMIC OR CHURCH POSITION (if relevant)




